[Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty for the treatment of occlusion of proximal subclavian artery].
Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) is a well-established treatment for patients with stenosis of limb arteries. However, its efficacy for treatment of severe stenosis and occlusions of the subclavian artery is unclear. We attempted to recanalize the subclavian artery in 30 patients with severe stenosis or total occlusion of proximal subclavian artery and successful outcomes were seen in 27 cases (90%). In two patients the regional arterial thrombolysis with the PTA prcedure we used was found successful. There was no severe complications. During an average 6-month follow-up stenosis recurred in 2 patients, but the subclavian artery was recanalized by repedted PTA.